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airship had safely landed and was being hauled into the shed when the top of the envelope caught in the roof and was ripped open. This was in no sense a fault of the vessel, but was due to the fact that the shed placed at its disposal was far too small. The British representative on board on this historic voyage was Major Sir Alexander Bannerman, who had just been appointed to the command of the aeronautical division of the army. On May 6, 1911, after a trial trip, this airship was almost completely wrecked in a bad landing. The Lebaudy airship had a cubic capacity of 350,000 feet; she was 337 feet long, and was driven by two motors of 135 h.p. The semirigid type to which she belonged differed from the non-rigid like the Clement-Bayard, in having a metal frame under the gas-envelope, which is thus preserved in better shape when partially deflated by leakage or other causes. This frame also enables the car to be suspended in a manner that does not distort the gas-envelope.
Early in 1911 the " Delta " was put in1 and although she was the fastest airship in except the Zeppelins, and attained a speed of forty per hour, she was continually under repair or being alt
The next of the series was the " Eta," which maue history on August 20, 1913, by actually towing another airship, which had been disabled, fifteen miles home to Farnborough.
In a number of important technical details the British were doing excellent work. As already mentioned, the mooring of airships to a transportable mast was initiated in this country, the mast having at its top a swivelling cone into which the nose of the airship fitted.
Privately, practically nothing was done in England in airship work, except by E. T. Willows, who made a number of successful voyages in a small vessel embodying some very satisfactory features, including a rigid boom between the envelope and the car giving rigidity and strength to the structure and simplifying the suspension problem.